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The Seventh-day Adventist Church, like many conservative 
denominations, has officially rejected its members who practice 
homosexuality. The Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual states 
that “homosexual practices and lesbian practices are among the 
obvious perversions of God’s original plan.”1

This being so, to what extent has our church been able to help 
its LGBT+ members with the ethical issues they confront as they 
attempt to live Christian lives? Its only advice has been to tell them 
that such conduct is sinful and that they must change orientation 
if they are to be accepted by God:  “By means of the cross and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, all may be freed from the grip of sinful 
practices as they are restored to the image of the Creator.”2

The Seventh-day Adventist Church was the first denomination 
to fund a “change ministry” directed at gay people. The declared 
purpose of the Quest Learning Center and Homosexuals 
Anonymous was to help homosexuals become heterosexual. The 
endeavor ended disastrously when it was revealed that its head 
counselor had been sexually molesting young male counselees.

Even after this failure, however, the church’s message remained 
firm: if you cannot change your orientation, you must practice 
celibacy. When Loma Linda University ethicist David Larson 
prepared a paper at the request of the General Conference’s 
Biblical Research Institute, in which he urged the church to 
nurture gay relationships as the best option available, the paper 
caused outrage and was summarily rejected. Adventist leaders 
seemed to assume that the church had no members who were 
practicing homosexuals; they had either changed orientation or 
were living in celibacy. Consequently, the denomination avoided 
addressing the ethical issues that a member who is striving to live 
as a gay Christian would encounter. Adventist books dealing with 
sexual issues have followed this lead.

Looking for Answers
LGBT+ Adventists have typically found the church’s cease-and-
desist advice destructive and unbearable, and they have instead 
chosen to live their lives as practicing gays and lesbians. They 
see the church’s position rooted more in the anti-gay prejudice 
dominant in American society than in inspired writings, for there 
was no understanding of a homosexual orientation in biblical 
times, nor any specific direction in the writings of Ellen White. 
(The White Estate, which is the guardian of Ellen White’s writings, 
has attempted to find and index out-of-context quotations that can 
be made to say what they wish she had written on the topic.)

For almost 20 years, I beseeched God to change my same-sex 
attractions. In 1974, at age 34, I concluded that the answer to 

my prayers was that God was happy with the way he had made 
me. I then faced the question of how was I going to live as a 
gay man. I so wanted to find an Adventist partner, but I did not 
know another gay Adventist. I placed a notice in the national gay 
paper inviting gay Adventists to contact me, and I received about 
40 replies. At least two other gay Adventists placed similar ads. 
These contacts led to the formation of Seventh-day Adventist 
Kinship, with the first chapter in Southern California.

Help from Our Church
In 1979, as I helped Kinship plan for a national camp meeting, I 
discovered that the central question each of us had was whether or 
not God accepted us. Could we be both gay and Christian? I was 
charged with finding the best Adventist scholars and pastors to 
help us study that question.

Our faith was of great importance to us. We wanted a 
relationship with Jesus and, because we were Seventh-day 
Adventists, we sought help from our church. I met at LaGuardia 
Airport in New York with Elder Duncan Eva, assistant to then-
General Conference President Neal C. Wilson, and Dr. James 
Cox of the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, to 
arrange for speakers. Elder Wilson surprised us by offering to 
shoulder the cost.

These Adventist teachers (three from the seminary) showed 
us that the Bible did not address the issue of homosexual 
orientation and that, without question, God loved gay and 
lesbian people immeasurably and accepted us as we were. 
They encouraged us to continue to walk with Jesus. They also 
suggested that God has called us to similar standards as those 
to which heterosexual Christians are called:  to seek committed 
monogamous relationships.

We have since been helped by many amazing Adventist 
Christians, and we are grateful that the number who 
understand and accept us fully has steadily increased. Some 
Adventist universities and colleges have also been supportive, 
and a few congregations, such as Glendale City Church in 
Southern California, have adopted written policies that 
welcome and include us, not only in membership but in 
congregational leadership.

In Search of a Relationship Ethic
But since that first contact, the General Conference has failed 
us, offering little helpful direction. We are more accepted in 
some regions of the denomination than in others, but in most 
congregations, the best we can hope for is “don’t ask, don’t tell.” 

in search of an adventist  lgbt+ relationship ethic
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Because we are expected to hide our orientation, it is difficult 
to find an Adventist partner. Most of us must work on our 
relationship ethic with partners of a different religious background. 
And sadly, in some congregations we still hear sermons that 
portray us as immoral subhumans.

While many LGBT+ persons of Adventist background are 
deeply religious, they are so disappointed with their congregations 
that they have concluded that Adventism (and perhaps all 
Christianity) is either so biased that it is not relevant to them, or 
that the church (and therefore also Christianity) does not speak to 
the ethics of gay relations and behavior. Consequently, they are left 
on their own in working out ethical issues.

I continue to encourage gay and lesbian Adventists to consider 
the relevance of their Christian faith to their lives and to 
communicate with one another about it. As we work on this, we 
need the cooperation of Adventist ethicists, theologians, pastors, 
and members to illuminate the ethical dilemmas faced by their 
lesbian and gay sisters and brothers, and thus begin to fill this 
yawning gap. I do not expect or desire unanimity but, rather, 
to raise consciousness concerning the issue, with the result of 
making spiritual counsel and educational materials available to 
those in need of it.

Congregational Support
I also wish to say to my fellow Adventists that if their congregations 
do not welcome LGBT+ people, they should not be surprised if 
LGBT+ people default to secular patterns of gay relationship as the 
only patterns available to them. If gay Christians have no Christian 
ethic to bring to bear as they construct their relationships and 
sexual practices, they are left with the norms of the secular gay and 
lesbian community. And quite frankly, there is so much diversity 
in that community as to provide little moral guidance. Imagine 
if heterosexual Christians, when looking for ethical relationship 
guidelines, were to consult only the variety of practices among 
their kind in the secular world!

When our churches expect us to hide who we are rather than 
welcoming us and our partners, they contribute to destabilizing 
those relationships. If you want to encourage LGBT+ people 
to behave according to a Christian ethical standard, it is your 
responsibility to include us in a community of support and 
accountability.

In the heterosexual Christian community, monogamy has 
been the ideal. Marriage failure has become so widespread, 
however, that the church has been forced to countenance divorce 
and remarriage and also to draw up guidelines concerning how 

to handle these situations when they happen—and how they 
affect church membership. That is, the church has accepted 
serial monogamy, even though it is not seen as ideal. Similarly, 
premarital sex has been increasingly overlooked or easily 
forgiven, especially once members marry. Should the same ideal 
and “second-best” mores apply to gay and lesbian Adventists?

Informed by Christian Ideals
In the early decades after the birth of the gay movement in 1969, 
the secular gay community reveled in sexual liberation—which is 
hardly surprising, given the repression it had endured for so long. 
But within the gay Christian community, and certainly among the 
Adventist LGBT+ people in Kinship, the expressed longing was 
typically for a loving, committed relationship. In this, we showed 
that we had absorbed the Christian ideals we’d been taught.

Back then, such relationships were often not easily achieved, 
since we’d had no homosexual socialization. We were unsure how 
to find and establish such relationships, and our churches did 
not celebrate and support them when we found them. Moreover, 
the fact that so many homosexual Adventists tried to hide their 
orientation from their churches led many of them to content 
themselves with fleeting sexual contacts.

However, as LGBT+ people have become known and 
appreciated in society, as same-sex marriage has become legal, 
and as many such couples have become successful parents, the 
younger LGBT+ generations have become increasingly focused 
on finding a committed partner and perhaps having children.

It is extremely sad and frustrating that the Adventist Church 
continues to refuse to recognize and support our marriages and 
relationships. Some church leaders apparently prefer that its 
members with LGBT+ orientations and identities keep them 
hidden. They do not grasp that as a result of this attitude, many 
have entered loveless heterosexual marriages in order to maintain 
a charade, while secretly engaging in serial same-sex promiscuity.

Since the General Conference remains so blockheaded about 
this matter, perhaps the best solution is to extend the network of 
Adventist congregations that make it part of their stated mission 
to welcome and include LGBT+ members. Surely this is what 
Jesus would have us do!

Has your congregation made a decision to be supportive of 
LGBT+ people? If you do, you may save many for the church, as 
well as for God’s kingdom. AT  
1 Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual (1990), p. 147.
2 ibid.


